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SAINTS OF THE DAy

November 18th, 2018
18n Noguppiov 2018

Ninth Sunday of Luke
Tv Ayiwv Moaptipwv MAATWVOG Kot
Pwuoavod.

Kuplakij O’ tod Aoukad
The Holy Martyrs Plato and Romanos.

CHURCH SERVICES & OFFICE HOURS

Sunday Orthros 8:45 - 9:00 AM
Sunday Divine Liturgy 10:00 AM - 11:30 AM
Weekday Divine Liturgy 9:30 AM - 10:30 AM
Paraklesis & Vespers 7:00 PM - 8:30 PM
Office Hours : Monday - Friday 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Tel. 203-322-2093
Web: www.annunciationofstamford.org

Email: secretary@annunciationofstamford.org




What’s Happening This Week!

Mon 11/19 Tue 11/20 Weds 11/21 Thurs 11/22 Fri 11/23 Sat 11/24
Greek School Happy Thanksgiving! Church Office is
4pm - 6pm Closed for
Thanksgiving
Holiday!

‘& Have you ever watched your priest use his
& censer? Do you watch where he censes? He
#8s)— censes around the altar table and blesses all

%= the holy things in it. He then comes out of the
altar and censes the icons in the icon screen beginning
with Christ, the Virgin Mary, John the Baptist, the

Feast of the Annunciation and the holy Archangels.

Then he continues with censing all the other saints and

feasts that are represented in the icon and we remem-

ber then. Lastly, before returning back into the altar,
the priest censes all the people and we remember that
we want to be like the saints too.

When the whole church is censed, we remember
that all of us together are one body. We may look, talk
and dress different, but we are all One Church.

We hear the same thing in today's epistle read-
ing. Our Lord, Jesus Christ came to bring us together
with Him in heaven! Saint Paul reminds us that, "There
is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in
one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one bap-
tism."

In Jesus, we are all joined together and grow
into a holy temple in the Lord. The church is one body

“| wish the Pilgrims had sent out for

together. The saints who have already died are spiritu- PIZZA on the first Thanksgiving
ally present with us as a church. We are all one body 'stead of shootin’ a turkey.”
that is joined fogether and we grow into a holy temple

in the Lord.

So, the next time you see your priest censing,
watch! You'll remember that he is censing one church
and one body. You'll remember that we are all joined
together to grow into a holy femple in the Lord.



O AIIOXTOAOX
Ipokeipevov. "Hyog mh. 8", Woluog 75.
Eb&ao0e kol anddote Kupim @ Oed qudv.

2riy. Tvworog €v tff Tovoaie 0 Ocig, &v @ Topand usya 1o
dvoua avTov.

IIpoc E@eciovg Emotoiriic Ilaviov 10 avayvooua.
(4:1-7)

Aderpol, Tapakoid VUG Eyd O déculog &V
Kvpio d&iog tepiratioat i kKAMoeng Ng ekxA0nTe,
LETY TTAGTC TOMEWVOPPOCUVIC Koi TTpahtnTog, HeTd
nokpobopiag, dveyouevor GAMAw@V  &v  dydmm,
omovdAalovieg TNPEV TNV EvOTNTA TOD TVELUOTOG £V
T® cLVOESU® TN eipvNg &v odpa Koi &v [Tvedua,
Kabawg kol ékAnbnte év pd €Amior thig KAnoewg
vudv eic Kopiog, pia miotic, &v Panticpa: eig @gdg
kai [Tatnp Tavtov, 0 €nl Tavtov kol S TAVIOV Kol
&v maow LUiv. Evi 8¢ éxdotm Mudv £600m 1 xapic
KAt TO HETPOV THS dwpeds ToD XploTob.

THE EPISTLE
Prokeimenon. Mode pl. 4. Psalm 75.
Pray and return to the Lord Your God.

Verse: In Judah God is known, His name is great in Israel.

The reading is from Saint Paul's Letter to the Ephe-
sians. (4:1-7)

Brethren, I, a prisoner for the Lord, beg you
to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you
have been called, with all lowliness and meekness,
with patience, forbearing one another in love, eager
to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just as you
were called to the one hope that belongs to your
call, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and
Father of us all, who is above all and through all and
in all. But grace was given to each of us according
to the measure of Christ's gift.

The Epistle in Modern Greek

Y0Gg TPOTPET® AOOV €Y®d O PUAAKIGIEVOG 010 TOV Kvprov, va pépecde dvta&la mpog TV KAN oY, TV
omoilav éAaPate, ue mACAV TOTEWOPPOSHVNV KOl TPAOTNTA, UE VTOUOVIV €iG TO v avéyeohe O €vag Tov
dAlov g aydmmv, kail va epovtilete va dwatmphite v evotnta tod [lIveduatog 610 100 cvvdEoUoL THG
gipvng. “Eva odpo Dmépyet koi éva Ivedpa, koboc kol pia etvon 1 éAmida tfig KAMoedc cag, v omoiav
g\éPoate. “Evac Kopiog, pio miotic, &va Bantiona, 6&vac Ocdg xai Iatépag SAmv, 6 6moiog sivor Depdvem
OAoVv kol ot Ghwv Kol gic Olovg Euag. AAA’ &ic TOV kabévo amd udc €000nke M xaplg cOUP®VA TPOG TO

HETPOV THC OwpedS ToD XPloToD.



TO EYAITEAION

‘Ex t0od kata Aovkdv ayiov Evayyehiov 10 avayvoopa.
(B 16 -21)

Einev 6 Koploc v mapaporiv todtnv:
AvBpdmov TvO¢ mAovciov eDQOPNCEV 1| YOpA” Kol
dtehoyileto €v €avt®d Aéywv: 11 Tomom, 6Tl ovK &Y
mod GUVAE® TOVG KOPTOUG MOV; Kol &ime’ TodTo
TOMo®" KoOeA® pov Tag amodnkag woi peilovog
01KOOOUNO®, Kol CLVAE® €KET TAVTO TO YEVVILOTA
Hov kai T ayodd pov, Koi €pd Th) Yoyl Lov: yoyn,
&xelg Mol dyad keipeva gig €1 TOALL" dvoaov,
Paye, mie, evppaivov. gime 8¢ avTd 6 Oedg dppov,
TOOTN T) VOKTL THV YUYV GOV ATottodoty dmd 6od” a
0¢ Nroipacag tivi €otat; ovtmg 6 Incavpilomv Eovtd
Kol pun €ig Oeov. movtdv. Tadta Aéywv Epmver . O
&YV OTO, AKOVELY, AKOVET®.

THE GOSPEL

The Holy Gospel reading is according to Luke.
(12:16-21)

The Lord said this parable: "The land of a
rich man brought forth plentifully; and he thought
to himself, 'What shall I do, for I have nowhere to
store my crops?' And he said, 'I will do this: I will
pull down my barns, and build larger ones; and
there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I
will say to my soul, 'Soul, you have ample goods
laid up for many years; take your ease, eat, drink,
be merry.' But God said to him, 'Fool! This night
your soul is required of you; and the things you
have prepared, whose will they be?' So is he who
lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward
God." As he said these things, he cried out: "He
who has ears to hear, let him hear."

The Gospel in Modern Greek

Tovg eine 8¢ Vv &R mapofoliv. «Evog dvOpdmov mAovsiov o yopdew Epepav Ecodeiov
peyainv kol Eokénteto péca tov, «Tiva kdvo, Emeldn &V Exm TOD VA GLYKEVTIPMOO® TOVG KAPTOVS LLOV;» Kol
gime, «ADTO 00 Kavo: 03 KaTedapicm Tig Amodnieg nov kol Od yTicm peyaAdTepec Kai 00 GLYKEVTIPHOO® EKET
OA0L T YEVVALOTA LoV Kol TO dyafd pov, kol 0 td &g v yoynv pov, Poyn, &xelg moAld dyadd, yio ToAld
YPOVIO AVOTaOV, PAye, T, EdEpaivovy. O edg duwmg Tod eine, «Avonte, adThv THY voyTa (NTodv 4md 68
™V yuynv ocov. Exkeiva 6& ol £roipaceg, molog Ba td mapn;». Avta nabaivel ékeivog mov Oncavpilel dud TOV
£anTOV TOL Koi 88V epovTilet vl yivn mhovotog dg Tpdg ToV Oedvy. ‘Onwg eime odTé T0 TPAYUOT, POVOEE, «

"Exeivog, mov €yel anTia d1a vaL aKkovn, g AKov»



MEMORIALS & CHURCH SERVICES

Sunday Memorials:

12/09/18 - Forty Day memorial for Argyro Christou.

Weekday Church Services:

11/21/18 - The Entrance of the Theotokos into the Tem-
ple, Orthros & Divine Liturgy, 9:00am - 11:00am.

11/26/18 - St. Nikonos the Repentant, Orthros & Divine
Liturgy, 9:00am - 11:00am.

11/30/18 - St. Andrew the “first called” Apostle, Orthros
& Divine Liturgy, 9:00am - 11:00am.

Our Youth and JV Stamford UNITED teams are
= looking for players. Practice for the Youth Team
- is on Weds from 6pm to 7pm and for the JV
Team from 7pm to 8pm. Both practices occur at Annunci-
ation’s gym. Annunciation’s coaches are Steve Valassis
for the youth team and John latrou for the JV team. The
Youth team is for 10 years and under. The JV team is
from 10 to 13yrs old. All levels of play are welcome.
Please see either coach for further info.

e

1 DOMATION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Our Parish is having its annual coat & shoe
drive for Pacific House and Person to Person.
Please drop by your lightly used coats and shoes
by Dec. 16th in the donation bins located in the hallway.

Please support your church by purchasing a
shopping card from Stew Leonard's, Grade A or
Stop & Shop. Your shopping card never expires
and our church receives five percent cash back. Please see
Emmy Koukoulogiannis for further info.
@:—v 5, Today’s coffee hour is graciously sponsored by
&2, )_? - our Greek School PTA.

Privacy laws now prevent hospitals and nursing
homes from mformmg Clergy about patients in
thelr care. Clergy can’t view patient rosters. If
you or a loved one needs a pastoral visit to receive the
Sacraments of Anointing or Holy Communion PLEASE
CALL THE OFFICE. All info is kept in confidence.

Interested in doing some community service
% on thanksgiving morning? The First Congrega-
s tional Church of Stamford needs volunteers
from 9am to 1pm to set up and serve a meal to over 125

less fortunate guests at their annual community thanksgiv-
ing dinner. For more info please call 203-323-0200.

lgra:b

Sat. Dec. 1st at 9pm. Music by Athenian Enter-

tainment featuring Giorgos Karatzas. Pre-sale
general seating is $30/person & VIP is $50/person. Cover
on day of event is $40/person & VIP is $60/person. All
proceeds go towards changing hall lights to LED’s. Please
see John Iatrou or call the church office for reservations.

R*‘ i Our parish council hosting a Super Gleni on

FEAST OF THE WEEK

Have you ever seen a child brought to the church
for a blessing when they were little? This is a special day
because a child begins their life in the Church! As a mat-
ter of fact, we have an icon on our own church walls of a
special young girl also being “churched” in the temple.

This special young girl is the Virgin Mary and
her Entrance into the Temple as a child is one of the
Twelve Great Feasts of the Orthodox Church. Like the
feast of her nativity, her entrance into the temple is
grounded in various scriptural and apocryphal texts. But
like the nativity, it is a feast filled with important spiritu-
al significance for Christians.

On this day, we remember the occasion of the
Virgin’s entry into the temple as a young child. She was
received by the temple community, headed by the prlest
Zacharias, the father of John the Baptist. |
She was led to the holy place where she §
was “nourished” there by scripture to be-
come herself the living sanctuary and f§
temple of the Divine child whom she §§
bore. Mary lived in the temple until she
was engaged to Joseph. Not too long after
that, the Christ-child was born! On this 4
day too, we remember how the Theotokos began and
lived her life, close to God. Even now, the Virgin is clos-
est to God in heaven.

Holy tradition says she remained in the Temple
for about ten years. While her parents were alive, they
visited her often. When God called her parents from this
world, the Virgin was left an orphan and did not wish to
leave the Temple until her death or until she married.
Mary became the first of tens of thousands of life-vowed
virgins who followed her example, either as nuns or
monks, throughout the church’s history.

The Book of Psalms provides inspiration for this
feast day: “Hear, O Daughter, and incline your ear; for-
get your people and your father’s house, and the king
will desire your beauty. Since he is your Lord, bow to
him. The princess is decked in her chamber with gold-
woven robes, in many-colored robes she is led to her
king, with her virgin companions, her escort, in her
train.” (Ps 45:10-17) The Church understands these words
from the psalms as a prophecy related to the Virgin’s
entry into the temple. The feast’s theme is that by doing
so, the Virgin becomes the living temple of God, thus
fulfilling biblical prophecy that “the dwelling of God is
with man” and that the human person is the proper
dwelling place of the Divine Presence. (Ezek 37:27; Lk 1:47
-50, Jn 14:15-23, Eph 2:18-22; & Rev 22:1-4)

Orthodox Christians throughout the world cele-
brate the Most Holy Theotokos & Ever Virgin Mary’s
Entrance into the Temple on Tuesday, Nov. 21st.




... From Father’s Desk...

" «CAQPOV,...»

To6 vé Anopovel kaveilg tov Oed kol va mopeveTan
ué Péon 16 6TEVO ATOUKO GLUEEPOV Elvan TPGEN EvavTiov
0D €avTtod Tov. ME TV auoptio 6 AvOpwmTog oTpLpeTat
Katd ToD S1koD TOV GUUPEPOVTOC, EVOVTIOV TOD £0VTOD
tov. [ 1ov Adyo avtd oi Tlatépeg tig 'Exkinciog 6év
Bewpodv Vv apaptio TapdPfoacn dALL dobBéveln kol TV
‘Exkinoia Ogpamevtiplo. v onuepviy mapofoin O
®ebdg amokaiel dppova, ONAadn mapdepova, avTéV TOD
ompilel ™V do@dreld Tov 6TdV TAODTO TOL. AVTOV OV
Oncavpiler y1d tov €0vtd OV KOl Syl TPOS TOV Bgd. 'H
gvayyeAkn mepikonn tiic 0° Kuplaxiic Aovkd, udag divet
oOEéAMUa podnquota yid Thv compia The Yoyic poac. Mag
d1ddokel ddehpoi pov, 811 1 mheoveio ivan Eva Oavéoiuo
nd0og kol Embupia, Tov 6Nyl 6TV apaptio.

‘O mhodtoc, Aowmdv, mpoLevel opovtideg Kol
otevoympiec. BAémovpe 611 6 mhovolog Thg mopafoAic,
dtav €ide 8Tl £lye KOA GOSEd AMO TG KTAUATA TOV,
dpyloe dpéomg va mpoPAnuatifeton mov 04 poaléyel Tovg
Kapmovg Tov, Yati ol dmodfikec Tod frav wikpéc Kai §on
yvepdteg and v mponyovuevn xpovid. Ed® adeipoi pov
PAémovpe kaBapd T0 WhOog Kol TO ApdpTmuo  THG
mheovebiag. "Eyet tic dmodfjkec yepdreg k1 Spmg 8év eivar
ikavomompévoc. O mieovéktng doo mepiocotepa  Exet
1600 TEPIEGOTEPA EMOVUET

Té «mhovteiy €ig Ocdvy» gtvon 1} Boridsta TpdG TOVG
avOpomovg. O avBpomog Koheltar va  EvAKloOE
TVELUOTIKA Kol v dvayBel oty aAnbsia tod Evayysiiov,
Omov 04V KLPLapPYET TO TATEWVO TPOCOTIKO LG CLUPEPOV
Kol 6 €yd, AL 1 peyolmovvn tod Ocod kol 1 pépuva
Kot dyémn tov mpdg v ktion. O &vBpwmnog koreltor vé
aicOavOel pérog tod avBpmdmvov yévoug péca And TOV
GUVOEGHO TAG dydmnng, TG piag moipvng vmd &va moéva,
tov Xpilotd. Kdabe mpoondbeia vé oxvpmBOel kaveig nicw
amd TV mAODTO TOv 1 VA EmduwEel pio TPOoWOTIKN
eonuepio Anopovel tov Oed, mhaber pio ovtomia, &va
kOGO o0 €V VIhpyEL, ONAadn Eva KOGUO Ympic Oed.

‘H 'ExxAncio, Aowwdv, d6év moleud tov mAolrto.
[Tpogidomotel Spmg Gt 1 YPON TOL O TPOSHOTIKY GHLVA
katd tfig dvacedielag eivar copmtopa dodeveiog. Ot
ypotiovol ol Eyovv kaBaplobel and té madn g Wi
Kai &povv poTicpévo OV vod etvon 0idAndivé miovsiot:
«ol Ttwyol moAhovg 0¢ mhovtiovteg, MG UNOEV Eyovteg Kol
Té mavta kotéxovteo». ( B'Kop. 6,10).

IInyn: http://kirigmata.blogspot.com/2016/11/blog-
post_1.html#ixzz4ykKuEMAP

Whoever gives heed to instruction prospers,

and blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord.
— Proverbs 16:20

Believe it or not, while | enjoy the company of my
family and friends, | don’t consider myself to be a very
social person. My favorite hobbies often occur in soli-
tude: reading, listening to music, writing, working out,
hiking, going to museums and enjoying nature either by
lake, a mountain, or a beach. It’s during these times that |
find myself alone in my thoughts, thinking about my day -
my interactions with people either personally or profes-
sionally, my pastoral visits to hospitals and contemplating
the day’s devotional readings or what I’'m going to talk
about in my Sunday sermon. More often than not, it’s
during these times that inspiration strikes and | perceive
the words that God wants me to say.

This doesn't happen to clergy only. God speaks to
people throughout scripture and to whose whom He
chooses to daily. God first spoke to Abraham, Isaac, No-
ah, and Moses in solitude. God also visits people at night.
He visited Jacob, Sam- THOUGHT OF THE WEEK: WILL |

uel, Job, David, Joseph, FIND TIME TODAY TO LISTEN FOR
the Magi, and Peter in WHAT GOD IS SAYING TO ME?

the quiet of night. God made Himself known to Elijah in
the quiet aftermath of a storm, an earthquake and a fire.
The psalmist reminds us to be still before the Lord and
wait patiently for him. (Ps.37:7) A wise person waits pa-
tiently for God because he or she knows to put their
faith, trust and hope in Him first.

Yet in today’s Gospel reading the opposite thing
happens. A man has a great harvest and decides to build
even bigger barns to store his goods. He boasts about his
accomplishments. He uses the word “my” repeatedly as if
success depends solely on his efforts and not on God’s
blessings. He put all his faith, hope and trust in himself
rather than in God. Christ calls the man a “fool”, which in
Old Testament language describes someone who acts
without God’s counsel or wisdom in a self destructive
manner and now must pay the ultimate price for it.

Let’s learn from the man’s stupidity and not make
the same mistake. In our busy world, many distractions
keep us from listening for God. Yet it’s important for each
of us to find time each day to prayerfully read God’s
word and then listen throughout our day for God’s quiet
voice. It’s His voice that leads us to understanding, peace
and ultimately to our heavenly home so that we may
spend eternity with Him!

Prayer: Dear Father, help me to rid my thoughts from
useless distractions so that you may fill them with your
voice and our hearts with your love. Amen!



Stewardship Reflection

Why should | give?

Giving is Biblical — “Man shall not appear before the Lord empty handed. Man shall give as he is able, according
to the blessing that the Lord your God has given you.” (Deuteronomy 16:17)

Giving Connects us with others — “Truly, | say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you
did it to me.” (Matthew 25:40)

Giving establishes priorities — “Store up for yourselves a good foundation for the time to come, so that you may
lay hold on eternal life.” (1 Timothy 6:21)

Giving Energizes — “He who sows generously, reaps generously.” (2 Corinthians 9:6)

Giving Creates Perspective — “Lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven where neither moth nor rust destroys
and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where  our treasure is, there will your heart be al-
s0.” (Matthew 6:20)

Giving draws us closer to God’'s Character - “For God so loved the world that he gave His only begotten
Son.” (John 3:16)

Giving is doable by everyone — “Let each of you give according to what your heart tells you, not reluctantly or out
of a sense of duty, for God loves the one who gives gladly.” (2 Corinthians 19:7)

Everyone is called to be generous!

. . As lh(‘
Did you know people search for three things? Father has sent me,

so | send you

1% — people seek Transcendence (desire to know God).
2" _ people seek meaning and significance.
3" — people seek community.

Our mission is to know God through the Good News of salvation offered by Jesus Christ our Lord, to journey towards
sanctification by participating in the sacramental, spiritual and ethical life of the Church, building a community that
glorifies God, and does His will to love one another, thereby attaining His Kingdom. Please join us in this sacred mis-
sion! Thank you and God bless you!

2018 Stewardship Report

Week 46  Number of pledges Total collected to date Budgeted Stewardship GOAL
$2,440 178 $107, 430 $120,000

That Stewardship covers only 20% of our church’s annual budget? With
DID YOU your generosity, we hope to meet all our operating costs through stew-
KNOW? ardship one day! Please give your fair share as an expression of thanks

for the many blessings God has given you. Please make your steward-
ship pledge today. Thank you and God bless you for donating your time, talent and
treasure!




ATHEM AN ENTERTAINMENT
- FEATURING

ANNUNCIATION QEEEX 208 892 2098 1213 NEWFELD MAVENUE

DETHODDX CHURCH STAMFOED, CTNEME

PRE-BALE CINER CHARGE COVER CHARGE
VP SEATHG SED/ PEREDN VP SEATMO 350/ PEREDN
GENERAL SEATING 480 PERGDN GENERAL SEATING $40/PERSON

=CALLTO PURCHASE TEZKETS IM ACAAMNCE AS SEATIMG IS LIMITELD



Donate Your Gently Worn,
Used and New Shoes To

THE ANNUNCIATION CAPITAL
CAMPAIGN

Helo us raise funds for cur arganization by
donating your gently worn,
used and new shoes!

And don't forget Lo ask friends, family,
neighbors and co-workers to donate tool!

WE NEED TO COLLECT 100 BAGS OF 25 PAIRS!

Collectsd shoss are used o SLAROT MICro-gnterprise vendors,
Miore enterprizes sre small businesses in developng nations.
Thiey are typically operaied by ore persor o farily and
friends, doponiding o size.

WHERE
& WHEN

Drop boxes near
church office

Now thru December
16th

Try to fill & bag with
25 pairs of
shoes.....If you
have fewer shoes
to spare, that's
okay! Bring whal
you have.

Kirsten Zictas
{kdeconti @ hotrmail.com)

203-266-58804

LLEF: Bl i



Annual Christmas
Pageant & Brunch

Sunday, December 16®

Immediately following the Diving Liturgy

Featuring an in Church performance
of the Nativity Scene
Gospel Readings & Christmas Caroling
by the students of our Greek & Sunday Schools

" A Christmas Brunch wa then be served
y by aur PTA ih the
Fellowship Hall Including:
Visit’ from Santa
Fun Children ’sflAétit'ities
. Annual Christmas Raffle — 2pm Brunch:

Adults $15
Kids Free

= \. o 3
-~ .’,‘;1‘ : ‘.‘ \ !
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Annunelatmn Greek Orthad'e'k‘(:hur
- 1230, Newf.éﬁ Ave ,;tgmford d‘ 06905
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%}!ﬁnunaaﬁon Greek School PTA
ittle

Drawing will bé held on Sunday, December 16, 2018
at 2pmjduring our Christmas Brunch.

Raffle tick@ts - $10 per ticket (limited to 800 tickets)
/ prizes to be awarded:

Grand Prize - $1,000 \
. 2™ Prize — Sonos Play 5 House Speaker

e Pnze Apple Watch Series 4




Be careful of your thoughts

because they turn into words,

be careful of your words
because they turn into actions,

be careful of your actions
because they turn into habits,

be careful of your habits
because they turn into character,

be careful of your character
because it turns into destiny.

Lastly, be careful of your destiny
because it leads to eternity!
— Anonymous



